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THE  COLLEGE  MADE  IN  A  MONTH 

3ALESBURG  DIVISION  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 


THE    COLLEGE    MADE    IN   A   MONTH 

The  Galesburg  Division  of  the  University  of  Illinois  was 
unique  in  the  history  of  higher  education.  It  came  into  being 
in  30  days,  as  an  answer  to  a  sudden  demand  for  educational 
facilities.  From  the  autumn  of  1946  to  the  spring  of  1949  it 
offered  the  first  two  years  of  college  to  2,940  different  students, 
the  great  majority  of  them  veterans,  a  number  of  them  wheel- 
chair cases.  Without  Galesburg,  most  of  these  veterans,  well 
qualified  though  they  were,  would  have  been  unable  to  go  to 
college. 

The  Galesburg  Division  was  unusual  also  in  that  all  its 
facilities  —  classroom,  housing,  food  service,  and  recreation  — 
were  under  one  roof.  Its  campus  of  156  acres  contained  117 
buildings  connected  by  \lA  miles  of  corridors.  The  campus 
had  a  character  of  its  own  thoroughly  in  keeping  with  serious 
young  veterans  seeking  the  kind  of  education  that  would  make 
them  better  prepared  as  American  citizens. 

The  most  distinctive  thing  about  the  Galesburg  Division, 
however,  was  the  spirit  that  went  into  its  making  and  the  spirit 
its  students  carried  away  from  it.  The  Division  was  the  product 
of  imagination  and  governmental  statesmanship,  devoted  to 
the  idea  that  no  qualified  Illinois  veteran  should  be  denied  a 
chance  to  go  to  college. 

No  one  would  have  said  in  the  summer  of  1946  that  Illi- 
nois could  meet  the  educational  needs  of  its  returning  veterans. 
To  take  care  of  them,  every  college  in  the  State  faced  a  new 
high  in  attendance,  and  still  that  would  not  do  the  job.  The 
burden  fell  heaviest  on  the  University  of  Illinois,  which  faced 
qualified  applicants  totaling  nearly  double  the  highest  previous 
enrollment.  What  was  done  at  Navy  Pier,  the  Chicago  Pro- 
fessional Campus,  and  Urbana  to  meet  the  demand  is  another 
story.  This  is  the  story  of  Galesburg. 


Just  thirty  days  after  the  hospital  buildings  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  University,  these  students  were  registering 
for  college  classes. 
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There  was  plenty  of  housing.  It  was  not  luxurious,  but 
it  was  more  plentiful  than  on  any  other  campus  of  the 
University.  Room  rentals  were  in  some  cases  as  low  as 
$52  a  semester. 


This  cafeteria  fed  the  entire  staff  and  student  body  a 
Galesburg.  Cost  of  meals  was  estimated  at  $1.75  per  day 


It  became  known  in  the  late  summer  of  1946  that  the 
$5,000,000  plant  of  the  Army's  Mayo  General  Hospital  at 
Galesburg  was  to  be  declared  surplus  and  turned  over  to  the 
State  of  Illinois.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  University,  in 
a  courageous  and  far-seeing  action,  authorized  the  President 
to  see  whether  it  could  be  acquired  for  the  University.  A  com- 
mittee of  Trustees  and  administrative  officers  visited  the  plant 
and  reported  that  it  could  be  converted  to  educational  uses. 
Then  followed  many  conferences  and  communications  with 
state  and  federal  officials. 

On  September  5th  the  Governor  of  Illinois  temporarily 
assigned  the  State's  right  in  the  property  to  the  University, 
postponing  its  intended  use  as  a  State  hospital.  On  September 
21st  federal  officials  approved  the  transfer,  and  the  University 
was  free  to  convert  the  Mayo  Hospital  into  an  undergraduate 
division.  Exactly  one  month  later,  on  October  21st,  the  Gales- 
burg Undergraduate  Division  began  its  first  semester,  offering 
freshman  and  sophomore  classes  in  21  fields.  It  had  taken  only 
thirty  days  to  equip  laboratories,  classrooms,  libraries,  and 
offices  to  provide  housing  for  single  and  married  students,  and 
to  set  up  food,  maintenance  and  health  services,  and  recrea- 
tional facilities  —  thirty  days  in  which  to  hire  a  faculty,  make 
a  curriculum,  and  inform  veterans  that  the  branch  would 
open! 

The  fact  that  it  was  done,  and  done  well,  is  a  tribute  to 
Dean  Frederic  Hamilton,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  branch 
during  its  first  year,  to  Dean  C.  M.  Louttit,  who  headed  the 
organization  during  the  last  two  years,  and  to  their  capable 
staffs  and  faculties.  A  remarkably  devoted  student  body  helped 
at  every  point.  Everybody  was  willing  to  sacrifice  some  con- 
veniences and  to  plan  and  work  patiently  toward  the  greater 
Galesburg  they  envisioned.  We  began  to  realize  the  quality  of 
the  "Galesburg  spirit"  when  Galesburg  alumni  clubs  sprang 
up  on  the  Urbana  campus  among  the  junior  transfers. 


Paraplegics  not  only  went  to  class  as  did  the  other  students. 
They  refused  to  he  kept  out  of  activities.  Among  the  surprising 
sights  to  which  students  at  Galcsburg  were  treated  was  a 
tournament  for  wheel-chair  basketball  teams.  The  scores  were 
not  low,  and  the  action  was  exciting.  Athletic  facilities  for  all 
students  were  excellent. 


Social  life  and  activities  thrived.  There  were  no 
social  fraternities  or  sororities,  but  several  dozen 
clubs  grew  up  around  centers  as  different  as  a 
wired  wireless  station  and  the  pre-veterinary  cur- 
riculum. The  first  number  of  the  weekly  Gales- 
burg  Illini  appeared  on  November  18,  1946, 
three  weeks  after  the  Division  opened. 


Another  example  of  faith  and  cooperation  should  be  men- 
tioned. It  cost  money  to  meet  the  educational  needs  of  our 
returning  veterans.  To  turn  the  Mayo  Hospital  into  the  Gales- 
burg  Undergraduate  Division  cost  $475,000,  exclusive  of  sala- 
ries and  operating  expenses.  The  University  did  not  have  the 
money  in  its  budget.  With  the  agreement  of  the  Governor  and 
the  Budgetary  Commission,  we  proceeded  to  do  the  work 
anyway.  Early  in  1947,  the  General  Assembly  kept  full  faith 
with  the  University  and  the  veterans  by  voting  a  deficiency 
appropriation  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  incurred,  and  by 
approving  a  new  budget  adequate  to  operate  the  University's 
crowded  campuses  for  the  next  two  years. 

I  should  mention  also  the  friendliness  and  helpfulness  of 
the  citizens  of  Galesburg.  Perhaps  they  were  at  first  uncertain 
as  to  the  desirability  of  having  another  college  in  their  city. 
Nevertheless,  the  welcome  grew  and  the  closing  of  the  Division 
produced  sincere  regrets. 

During  its  three  years,  the  Galesburg  Division  played 
host  to  45  outstanding  educational,  agricultural,  scientific,  and 
cultural  conferences.  It  undertook  a  number  of  forward-look- 
ing experiments  in  teaching.  Among  these  were  a  course  in 
chemistry  especially  for  non-scientists,  a  course  aimed  at  the 
understanding  of  marriage  as  a  social  institution,  and  a  course 
in  the  professional  orientation  of  beginning  engineering  stu- 
dents. A  thorough  counseling  and  guidance  program  was 
evolved,  and  careful  studies  were  made  of  methods  for  im- 
proving teaching. 

At  its  late  opening  in  1946,  the  Galesburg  Division  had 
432  students;  at  its  peak  enrollment,  in  1947,  it  had  1,702 
students.  When  the  enrollment  fell  below  1,000  in  the  second 
semester  of  1948-1949,  the  needs  of  the  State  for  hospital 
facilities  were  again  advanced,  and  Governor  Adlai  E.  Steven- 
son asked  the  University  to  turn  the  plant  over  to  the  State 


The  President  and  some  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  are  here 
inspecting  some  of  the  delicate  bal- 
ances used  in  Galesburg  science 
laboratories.  Left  to  right:  Presi- 
dent George  D.  Stoddard,  Trustee 
Frank  McKelvey,  Dean  C.  M. 
Louttit,  Trustees  Chester  Davis, 
Walter  McLaughlin  (back  row), 
Karl  Meyer,  Park  Livingston,  Mrs. 
Doris  Holt,  John  R.  Fornof,  and 
Treasurer  Irvin  L.  Porter. 


This  was  the  campus  of  the  Gales- 
burg Undergraduate  Division.  It 
has  almost  3000  alumni  who  with- 
out these  facilities  might  never 
have  gone  to  college. 


Department  of  Public  Welfare.  This  the  Trustees  agreed  to  do 
in  the  belief  that  a  property  of  such  value  should  be  used  to 
meet  the  greatest  public  need.  The  last  classes  at  Galesburg 
closed  in  June,  1949,  and  during  the  summer  a  gradual  shift 
will  be  made  to  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare.  The  final 
responsibility  of  the  University  at  Galesburg  will  cease  as  of 
September  1,  1949. 

Was  Galesburg  a  success  or  a  failure?  Let  us  reword  the 
question:  Was  it  right  or  wrong  to  promise  higher  education 
to  several  thousand  veterans  who  could  not  be  squeezed  in  at 
Urbana-Champaign  or  the  Navy  Pier?  Especially,  let  us  ask, 
was  it  right  to  make  good  on  that  promise?  We  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  regard  it  as  a  good  deed.  The  G.I.'s  were 
fresh  from  war;  they  needed  this  lift.  They  had  paid  for  this 
small  privilege  many  times  over. 

I  want  to  pay  personal  tribute  to  all  who  helped  to  put  the 
project  through  —  this  and  the  equally  exciting  Navy  Pier  at 
Chicago  —  in  particular  to  Governor  Dwight  H.  Green, 
United  States  Senator  Scott  W.  Lucas,  Senator  Everett  R. 
Peters,  and  Board  President  Park  Livingston. 


President 


5     PRESSBOARD 
I  PAMPHLET  BINDER 


UNIVIHSIIV  Of  ILLINOIS  URBANA 


3  0112  110343206 


